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An earlier version of this paper, circulated as D-l/3, was 
drafted by OER « Mxv McKiernan and cleared X*y EUR - Mr* Eohlerj 
GER • HTo Vidgenoanj BHA « Mi% Svihartj EE ■» Mr« McSveoney and 
OPA » Mr. Larapsono The attached paper replaces D«l/5» which 
should be destroyed. 

This paper reflects the refinements node in D-l/5 at an 
interbureau Resting in the Acting Secretary's office on March l6o 

It is circulated for your information* 
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Anticipated Britiah position 

''^^.HmLr^tM^niM the subjsat of ths Western powers* attitude 
towards "the- East? German Communist regime (the GDR) Specifically he 
may point out that the ODR will be able to exert pressure on our eooess 
to Berlin as • long as we maintain our position there and that* at sons 
point, «o may have to decide between defending our position by force, 
at the risk of general war, or. of recognizing the ont* He may also 
point out that the Soviet position that the OUR must be reoogniaed as 
a "fact of life" appears to be gaining some ground. 

Recommended United States position 

Wo do not believe that there has yet been any change In the situa- 
tion which would warrant a change in our attitude toward the ant. The 
reasons why we have not recognised the QDR In the past stlU appear to 
us to be valid* These are the following i The ODR Is not a separate 
national entity. Recognition of the QDR could perpetuate the division 
of Germany and would mean abandoning the East German population to 
Communism. Recognition of the ODR* without other arrangements having 
first been mace* would call into question the continuing validity of 
our rights of aceese to Berlin which rest on our agreement with the 
USSR as the responsible International authority in Eastern Germany* 
Recognition would also enable the Communists to intensify their harass* 
ment of Berlin* The GBR dose not represont the East German people and 
its recognition would be a mockery of the purposes of World tar II and 
the Allied occupation of Germany. Finally, recognition of the ODR 
would seriously strain our relations with the Gorman Federal Republic 
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